60

style wars

Can these two ‘designer’ standmounting loutdspeake

really parform? Noel Keywood

auditions Aurum Cantus's Leisure 2SEs and Opera's Callas loudspeakiers...

thaugh the grear
weashad rmery car

themseives with sharp

I

I et sanically
flawee audia

g,

e al the polden rule
that hi-li 2ficonadas hold dear is, ‘th
ok, the worse it sounds.

It's 3 share of course, because wi're

sl seching thist whnss combmamon af
high perfarmance and hign soyle

This i < ey weart these ravo
standm

weeth. e resied 5o
Lo chios phprs wi

use ofen canorves
nee siter Sorg
1y o has % caken procedence
char quality has beo
ik Crly Bang & Olrsen rasoer
stple 50wl |

IR

: & apsoewhry

CTOHER Hd

wwo loucspeahens in M review,
UKD Opera Calls and S
Carcus’s Leisure 25 are i
fonmedadd Fi-§ desigrs, beoudfuly
finehed o - hopet
perf
ampr

Frosy e box, brife seems o
imparane ches ioudy
i

nly

iy - b

Hr

u veithoun blac
THSE.

ne

iy, Thy're

. abke i vice wndd weight Both are
salidy bui ard hefty, and bah came
packed ko4 e n one arge caren,

m which | dragged twem gingerly as
abwys, Shce s vl heasy but

nes are quick e g thai
anite b boch

* s have a high glase
finish thar ke tham quick oo slide

Aurum Car | thar MIDF
eabivsty into 2 commphes flarm char
Lapers updard £o el
ieril reseeances Our saeisies Fad
1 pezra black fequer findh weh g

idnkrinan

anak s waibible though, for 2
mene tradeional oppess
“poplar ol Clrese mamifac-
burers sy {toees with a prosiin
chvicanly mnd i s ludspeakess in
China) [y aching sides! - B, "k
small gritias &l blik lath, thess
krpdspeakers looked smart a

ut, nchading

it skl

Blend Inbo st et
Qpera acheve a similar
appesrance By waing 3 parallel sided

Tt WIRET RO pandds are

incd 1o have Licets oo produce 8
rhy naroes weeh

wgh chis i

pure baw! This spe
sesliel hardwesod. gving «
desp woad fini
@i and sdpes

T
Cpera ke ar
of the Lmng haavily Byl 2
i 00 pve 2 cabinet with 2 salt

a

It's & kisuly pece af crafrsmanshin
designed o appeal e Ao with 3

fizhed to approach w
hiand
ablu b

} Calas wil be
il A ¥ sppathar
home. Mo fer eiryess the mare
wiiging appeal of, 32y, a KEF X1
I splay, Frrm
sh [llowang funcrion
cugh cormgacs, b
nrrkers are o brde oo brge w
cormdartably Ar & shell,
LB
weed same brea

ek

whre technology s

bers wrh

tha

ppraximaney

Cyira s Taflad = 3 knoan
quetiny ko me. In eardy fzie & kad o

4 fumrsl. gary

sl chaine CewE DT CrOSENE CHCT 1O
1 30mm bass: pwdrangs unit

tlassic arrangement thas works wall #

qualey drisz unis are o waid

Ju in Itk the Callas seemingty
an cracinon, s aapRisn

perbaps ot the expors
witll Exalan,
bath genres w
and tres the Callas ke
FATSL Large [ETmina
haves reitsavadde links oo
wirng They zcoepe 4




bare wire with equal ease,

Aaram Cantas is a new name e
the WK coemng from Jaddang Aasho
Ca.ane of China's seemingly endless
il CFMy based o the sauib, o a
specil commerca zone of Shandorg
(ks Gssadang) naar Hang Kang,
Jinng are nomble far their ribbon
Feiter s and this i diine
pashing fearure of the 25E. |ust lhe
thi Caliae it 80 swerway dusign with
1 30mm reflex |naded bass’ midrange.

Ureliag thi Calkis liowiser, arvd
unlbie rost twoeways exoepe Elac’s
wenndarful |ET-nquipped ribbor
‘speakers. this unit crosses averwmoa
rectangulir shaped ribban revonar;
something that's chvous rom the
piwancd. Tre GI reeeter, as they term
it. haz 3 frequency ressonse chpmed
o run smoaly from | F00HT right
wo ta 40kHE - dose o the upper e
al %ekHz sampie race dighad audia. So
whilst il Lerore 1363 Ioak afmost
denccal oo the Ooera Callas
onrtperkers and lu‘rmmgl_'f ke the
same appedl, beneach the surfaoe oy
arir lundar-wntally guite o Mg

g e rame suggests, ribbon
Daspetnrh L 4 Fhm ke shordniom
ristan to madice sound, The udo
wigil padbid thidggh thiv Fiskan,
Feneracrg @ magnetic field tae reaces
e Ehie Teelid frows @ Tecid ivegitut
cusmg the ribban ta vibrarz m
syrvply werh thic audis sgaal
Benefrn are kgt weight and
distribuaees driee. n procece, under
measrement 1 good ribbon tweerer
g 3 srancher froquency resporas
than canventoral dome twescers and
5o 1 MOre exmnded ane

The saund is ofen ¥aster’ ared
mare inckdve than that af nonmal
doeny Laguinn pwi o hsoer and
SWEEEET 00 SCng Isruments in
partindar usially buneft, weh sxers
deni reveaing their complex natuns

and rich Farmone sireskse, Her,
dame caveters boocome rather
aporadivane: i thew perirayal. iU s
fine poant whist low sample moe
digial recardings om T yiehd anly
the bhndest description of wring
Inscrumens in tha fiese place, bee sell
apzarent all the zame.

SOUND QUALITY

¥ve known the chiming guiar chords
il Steve Earke’s 'Toer When 'm Blue”
o hawe s viscersd prcsence and a
grueater feeling of vemon tan | keard

fram the Lemure Z5Es, | spun
Copperhead Boad' vo ges a quick mke
on e the ribbon raneter would
copee when assailed by the orobie
rowergy dram pechal stenl ptar Wheee,
in the pasc. domes haee wabhled inoo
wniertainty, ribboer B the Tavpen
have kept thelr camposore and

=

celrpned
aliu pacds, wiih
wrvidly fasc leading ecges of mrummaed
ehords, ehean ot a rew Wilkensos
Sward!

Trug & ik o

w - o [
=re chis is uninended - the Z5Es
wara & Antla Wby here - ner what |
Fad araicipaced Slighcy recessed and
WA in halne i, iy spiennd pantie,
pleazat bur unchalenging. Locking
clesely a1 thel measired response
wwres whena dip ar crossgyver bongs
n the ribben tweeter ar a relaovely
forer Bevel b utown cees meadily bue
the car i MOST sensitvwe

Irecuencies belaw TkHr, se
porformance here dominaces 2
woibjuctivy imprssian 1L g ik
long o hear che G2 nbban s, al the
waim, giviey s gty e sand
that's almost gemle in debvery yer
Bagulingly apis and savy an the wmr
Micwing from one goed 'ol boy
aneslvr, Erie Clipton pliyng Key to
the Highweay' on CYD=A. | heard
pacram srike sring laroahiBy
thecazh che Leisure 25Es [thar's OVD-
A tior yau - Ed]With a recording i
vrgheful s this che speakers bost

e aparent
warmith,
althaugh they
did gafren out
Eransiersy just
a eiach Wi
DAD-A and
Iredzed & poad
runrbar al modem
O the baferce of the Letsure F5Es s
sivefid in chasnping g dosen s kil
Thiree O Clack Bloes' wic s
errgdy inlradug iy g
with treble energy. demonacraced
nicaly jut bere elian and claar tha G2
risban of this loudspeake- could
soiml LACET prissim - always tha
best way 0o assesz 4 mbbon by the
war Thary sing whire domes break up
&1 Thpton ared King pick ther way
through this rack che scrength and
wibrancy of toeir playng et
compramised by nvudde or
harshresy, larg ey
cue e the G2
ribhsn S b
Jintang kaven't
sl this uni
cantribucon

v wibveang

ek it rerairs

gquite ke in
diivary &) pan s supees from any
Food ribbon shis one delteers 2 rich
Lapandry of detal el puts & into the
comext of the surroundings by
rireabing aurreninliog seitieng,
making for & very bve sound. The only
sl resevticn | i st tae
Lesure 25E is 2 small degree of
Cupfingds dpmrsvemre in the devery,
emanazing from the nbbom or the
upipie rrachas of e bass mid den's
knaw. This was mast apparent wich
rassed archesral swringe which ware
1 licdle cofoured. It may wel have been

BETORER i

61



due ta o cbmer rear-wall reban
whigh can @ speaber's celiery sound
o biounad

Operz's Callas is reare immediooe
soundrg than the Lesurs Y5Es,
ferrward, open and ciear s
partrapel Mow with a hs hilsome
#enind chan in the past = f memary
serwes me correcily - i b seonger
forwand prajection than the Leisure
25Es and pares an appintly Cleaner
pcutkne. At first acguantance the

mora avenly deltvered. i had srengts
elsewhere thamigh..

Froim lering the ko m kening
e s, theme speiiii s S fock-
andnech oo the fnish Trey are similar
in size and weighe, Borh sre sculpred
tz foak |ess bowy ard hove mare
el appnl, Opera kisp tha Calls
sounding projeceie, fsz and dean bt
shey eanlt disguss tha Dweerer's
Hmimtions, highligheed by modern
ddgiesl progrenme manerial jinarg

saunlivg smoath and svelte, bur it bas
same warmmh in its delvery and caokd
=aund & lEfe ok oot bass iF
pusned hard. feither loudspeaber wae
withaul minar bamighobll e sama,
boch marape to corine &
eanmandabily tidy performance widh a
high szandard of build and Tedili, L
Five AN MITICten procuct that ses
miore easky i the bame, An
angouragng resudn - F these owa are
arething to o by the sty -conciom

Callrs cenmes seress as an drogecher

mare newral and revealing
performer of the rea

loasdspeakers, with ro sign of the

slight Cuppsinai of the 1EE.
However. warking though
waneer elpasical perlarmances |
sarped v ereity a smal
ainenrn of wirtigss o Srings
accompanied by lack of deep
g Gioang hack w che
measured perforrmance seraed
U weezer has 2 prak tat
exphire this, [ty not a majer
dafecr by ang means, so much as
a characteristc of the delreery
algily mone insightl generaly

keep cheir Aurum Camivs Leisure 252

than the 25Es, the Cat pushed.  QERRTRRTRTENELEA AR BE 4L
Clapezn and King's vocas out *Fﬂﬂ'_"ﬁﬂﬂ
wen the roam aml sk Ui dousn’l axinnd down tar, so the
guitr picking meare vivid, et Linure will huve quits firm deep
there wasr't the urnsch, Bty hut pirt o reslly daap, hﬂl"
confdent g aof the G2 ﬁ;:mf.mw
ribibian, o its resalagian of n .
backiround aooustic Iespeetatug s by wery bigh,

With a madenn recording ""."‘!“"‘"“"""““m"“
e Tearcs SACD) of Seravinshr's. [HRAANOURAS G

Thé Frabird Suite, herms and
wrings had great presance in the
o wbilet 3 kemhe drum
corvarraly shook the
lesrboards. Here the Callas
come over a8 crirpersed pat
lzrwaid and chalenging - an
exciting presentaton. i stk
mtuch the same balance wich
Chratin Apuilera's 'Cant Held
U [hewen' The welghry bass Ire
was kept nicely in cheek
saunding fubkame znd powerf,
bam oot et This el of
wich an cymbal was smarply
autline] stage cordre b had
plency of zeacks buc tiere was 2
brurrimds do b domimd thar
mevec & toware the over-brigm
- that frehls g agin,
emphasismg the upper
liarmaniss o modern seoorcing
can possea.

Facudd vaith this same mack,
the Lesure 25E was mare
Elestad cham tha Calks weed 2
limlz bocry o che low end. i =
ahlicult ko sval |oudpesicrs
1o handle enphassed bass lines
ks thiy withows starting o
o'z, Vech degrer treble

oommanly usisll sewadings, As a
dimet result semsinby was o ol
BAd0. The Leisars jwseds & bigh
pawar amp, bt only for veltage

can haree i all

MEASURED PERFORMANCE
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